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Juan Bautista Luis Augurio PERERA, co-founder of Lawn Tennis

The aim of this working paper is to providea comprehensive and fully-documented
biography of Augurio Perera, to assist future historians of lawn tennislt is inevitably a
partial account, based in the first instance primarily on digitizedsources, including
British church, government and civil records, newspapers, and business directoriess a
working paper, it will be updated whenever new information becomes available

Introduction: The state of the question

The Origins of Lawn Tennis

Two competing origin stories account for the emergence of lawn tennis in the last third

of the nineteenth century. The most widespread, which is commemorated at the
headquarters of the Lawn Tennis Association and by the Tennis Hall of Fame in Rhode

Island, is thatof Major Walter Clopton Wingfield (18331912), who in 1874 published a

set of rules for a tennislike game he calledShairistiké (Al ex ander ; ‘Maj or
Clopton Wingfield’; ) Iweadentgears, &hlterpative caseWasn g f i e |
been made for crediting the foundation of the game to two friends from Birmingham,

Major Harry Gem and Juan Bautista Luis Augurio Pereta a 2005 article for theCountry

Life property website, Anna Tyzack summarizes the Geferera story and stées that the

game was developed ‘i nsidt,hePegraardae’'ns ahonfeaiirn
According to a letter from Gem published inThe Fieldin 1874, he and Perera hadeen
playing a version of tennis whi ch they <call ed ‘ligamé att a’ af

Perera’ s Edf@dnahe tate b850s 0 me

Since 1982, a blue plaque on the wall oFai r 1 i ght, Per ehas’ s f ol
commemor ated 1its r o.lltevasplacedtyhBrmimggham €ivis Sodetyj gi n
the Calthorpe Estate, Warwickshie Tennis Players, and The CalthorpeReé dent s’ Soci

(“In 1865...°"):
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Photograph by ell brown. Source: openplaques.org

The Harry Gem Project and the revival of the Gem-Perera story

The Birminghambased charity The Harry Gem Projecis dedicated to researching and
promoting Harry Gem's |ife and achievements,
as the originator, with his friend JBA Perera, of lawn tennis here in Birmingham and the
creator of the worlidn sLdéamisngtl @awhedareg Gem s1 &7 2
Project, ‘" A bOm 23 May 2011, two of the trustees of The Harry Gem Project-re

enacted an early game on the lawn at Fairlight, whichisbbd gb ast on ' Asmptenx c | usi
Rd, (Mullen *Andy Murray’'):

Robert Holland as Harry Gem (left) and Chris Elks as Perera recreate Gem and Perera's early game on the very lawn
where the pioneers had played more than 150 years before. Sourtutp://www.birminghampost.co.uk/news/local -
news/andy-murray-mastersport-made-5074587

In June 2013, Fairlight and its tennis history werdeatured in an episode of the English

N s A s oA = z

Heritage / ITV television series" O E O A E 1 HorGes B A ge@inkitd presented by former
British tennis player Greg Rusedski (Engli sh


http://www.birminghampost.co.uk/news/local-news/andy-murray-master-sport-made-5074587
http://www.birminghampost.co.uk/news/local-news/andy-murray-master-sport-made-5074587
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Greg Rusedski at Fairlight (2013). Image Soufide Harry Gem Project

Augurio Perera: a biographical riddle

The man we know asAugurio Peera is an enigmatic figure. His contribution to the

foundation of lawn tennis, recorded by Harry Gem in a letter tdhe Fieldin November

1874, is now widely recognised. He has his own Wikipedia page, which describes him as

‘ a S pbom imexchant andsportsman based in England, credited alongside his friend

Maj or Harry Gem as the earliest inventor of
However, most accounts of the GerPerera history record little about the man himself.

Even his name isoften incorrectly recorded, for exampleas ‘ August o Perer.
Hi st ornytfe)requentyas ‘' Jean Batista Auguri o Perer:
Mi ddl eton, ‘Forget Wi mbledon’ ; English Herit

The most compl et e lifais that publishea ih 20P1leby the Gpanssh

Olympic historian Fernando Arrechea Rivas on hi©limpismoblog (Arrechea Rivas,
“Auguri o Perera’). Arr ecReerastayrhgswaired ttadtient whi |
since the 1980s, the focuson Gem hastlef Per er a ‘ paul ati namente ni
erased], with even the most basic biographical details of his life called into question. For

example, he quotes a statement in the 2011 bodkourtonCanvas o t he ef fect th
isno evidencethatPerem actually came from Spain.’ I n r
the available documentary wevidence proving
certificates of arrival at the Port of London in 1837 and 1839, his marriage in Liverpool
in1847andhisentris on the 1841 and 1871 censuses. He
dudas sobre Augurio Perera’ [doubts remain a
de nuevo que “no hay evidencias” sobre su or
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that %Stherevidence” of his origin]. I n short
moderno era espaidol’ [ The f modére tenni¢ was a one o0
Spaniard].

The Life of Juan Bautista Luis Augurio Perera Orfila, c.1822-aft.1889

1. From Spain to London, 1822-1836

Juan BautistalLuis Augurio PereraOrfila, often known si mwlay &Hr nA
Spain, in a location yet to be identified, in about 1822. He came to England with his family

as a small child and along with his parents and brothers, would makes life and career

there. In his application for British citizenship, made inFebruary 1856, Pererawrites:

The Memorial of Juan Bautista Augurio Perera ... humbly sheweth ... That your
memorialist is a natural born subject of the Kingdom of Spain ... That he is of
the age of thirty four years ... That he has resided in England fiirty years,
viz. in London until the year 1836 and at Birmingham since that tim&.

Perera’s par e PéerevaPlaand Erantiscg Qrfilai FAbreguesugurio senior

was a merchant, born inManresa (Catalonia)n around 1792. Francisca, who wasome

six years younger than ler husband,was born in Mahén, on the Catalasspeaking island

of Menorca3 The origins o f Auguri o’ s the specoldtisn o 8 u Peaoretr a’ s
Viquipédia(CatalanWikipedia) page (‘' Juan Bauéabowhsdatalamgur i o
connections.

According to Per etheddmiy came to Emhlandd 1826 ant setbled jn

London, where they remained for ten yearsl have not yet located any contemporary
documents corroborating thef ami | vy’ s r esi de nthiletherepnAugurmn d o n,
senior and Franciscavould have two more sons: Pedro Ricardo Perera (lx.1833) and
Frederick or Frederico Perera(b.c.1835). Both sonsconsistently give their birthplace as
‘“London’ an densusreturns,dothlspedify that they were born in Holborn.

1A year after Arrechea’s art i dliietbjogrdpeyromtkerMdroo.c&mar r efio co
sports website that Perera was stil/l a ‘nota a pie de
[afootnote...asemanony mous Spaniard ... an unknown] (Carrefo,
2JBA Perera.n! NaTheaNaviaonal Archives. HO 1/ 72/ 2221.

3 Information from Fernando Arrechea (email: 15 March 2014)Minorca had a long history of British
occupation, and at the time of Francirgde(®98s1808)i rt h i n 1
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2. In Business. Birmingham, 1836-1839

Soon after Fr e dPereras mavedsfronblomdonhtq Birmitgkam, where
Augurio senior took over the warehouse at 28 Great Charles Street that uld remain the
centre of t he dpaatangfgr mere than tfty gearsl #\n advert in the

Birmingham Gazetteconfirms that they were in possession of the property by March
1836:

REMOVAL. Mr AugurioPERERA, Spanish Merchant, has removed from
Charlotte-street to his WAREHOUSE, No. 28, Great Charles Street, where
Goods and Patterns are in future to be delivered. Birmingham, March 26, 1836
(Birmingham Gazette28 March 1836).
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Birmingham locations associated with Augurio Perer Davies map of Birmingham (1841).

Br/s[o/ Rd

Churcl

Source: www.birmingham.gov.uk

The Charlotte St and Great Charles St locatioase marked as two parallel lines on the

1841 Davies map of Birmingham abové¢Charlotte Stis the more northerly of the two).

The business is recorded at the Great Charles St address in the 1839 editions of
70ECEQOOI T80 40EAT T EAI(PERRERAI[AIC) IA@Urio, im&EchanE 28] ET CE |
Great CharlesSt)an@ T AOT 1 6 O " E OI E Dié&olyi(PERERS, AdgdELid,1 A
Spanish merchan{sic], 28 Great Charles st)The family home at this time was at 4

Harborne Road in Edgbaston, on the western edge of the city in what is now the Fiveways

area (marked with an orange circle on the Davies ap).

While Augurio senior was establishing his business in Birmingham, the first documented
record of Augurio junior is in August 1837, when he and two Spanish companions, Manuel
and Simon Quintana, are recorded arriving at the Port of London from Hamby@aboard



K. Hooper: *“ AuguBi o Per

a ship called theJohn Bull Augurio, now fifteen and a student, had been out of London for

less than one month and carried no passport of his owhEighteen manths later on 20
January 1839, an Auguri o Per eatthePoddalsondon bed a
after a short trip overseas, this time arriving from Boulogne aboard thélarlequin® We

cannot know whether this man, who did hold a passportwas Augurio junior or hisfather.

By 1839Augurio senior now appears to have considered hison, at almost eighteen years
old, capable of running the Birmingham office alone. In Mapat year, the family— with
the exception of Augurio junior—relocated from Birmingham to Manchester, selling the
contents of their Edgbaston home in the process:

Modern and excellent HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, valuable French Engravings,

Oil Paintings, and other Effects, No. 4, Harborne Rd, opposite the Bowling

Green, Edgbaston. To be SOLD by AUCTION, on the premises, on Friday the

24hday of May, ¢ omme n cialintlge vaduable élbusehoddn o’ c | oc
Furniture and effects of Mr Perera, who is changing his residence. Other

particulars in future papers and in catalogues to be had four days prior to the

sale. JOHN RODERICK, Auctioneéffices, 54, Newstreet (Birmingham

Gazettel3 May 1839).

3. Two Businesses. Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, 1841-55

Thanks to Augurio senior and juniol sharedname, the Birmingham business continued

without a change ofstyle,as ‘ PERERAner Athqurti,o,28 GO0 EQ@QitO&Lh ar
Directory of Birmingham 1841). The Harborne Rd house disposed of, Augurio junior

remained close by, in an area he would call home for another 30 years.Jane 1841 we

find him recorded on the census as part of # household of Joshua Morris, a clerlat

Hagley Rd, Edgbastofwithin the orange circle on the 1841 Davies map, aboveThe 1841

census does not record relationships between members of a household, Fugurio may

well have been lodging with the Morris fanily. His age is given as 15 (in reality he was

19, but the 1841 census rounds ages up and down), and his profession as merchant.

The Manchester business, 1841-1855

While Augurio junior learned the ropes at the Birmingham warehousghis father was

worki ng to establish a second branch of the business in Manchestearly in 1841, he is
recordedin0ECT O QO 31 AOAOS O $EOA A ithGw officeat lrvdlll AEA OO
Buildings, Blackfriars, close to the river Irwell By June 1841, he had takentheesidence

4 The National Archives. HO3/5: Aliens Act 1836: Returns and Papers.

5 The National Archives. HO2/62, no.28: Aliens Act 1836: Returns and Papers.

5 rwel | Buildings, ‘“a new pile of warehouses’ and the
1844 (Spectator 10 Aug 1844: 10), although it is not known whether Perera was affected.
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at 5 Wilton Terrace in the Cheetham area of the cityhere he would remain for the rest
of his life.” We find him there on the 1841 census with Frederic [sic], now aged five, and
two female senants, one of whom-Josepha Blanquir-wasforeign-born, andmost likely
Spanishor Catalan Francisca andsevenyear-old Pedrodo not appea on the census, and
it is possible they had returned to Spain, sinceve know that the family maintained
connections there.In April 1843, we find A Perera (MerchantSpanish) and Madam
Perera (Lady, Spanish) arriving at Southampton aboard tHeeria from Gibraltar.8

Augurio seniormoved offices fairly regularly in these early years. 14844, headvertised
the lease ofa cellar warehouse beneath his owat ChapelSquare(Manchester Guardian
13 Apr 1844), but he had left those premises by October the same yedfignchester

Guardian 19 Oct 1844)1847, he is recorded at 1 Dale S8(1 AOA O8O $EOAAOI

Per

OEAC

English Townyand the following year he had movedd 8559 HighSt@ 1 AOAOG O , AT AA

Directory, 1848). By July 1850 (Manchester Guardiarl0 Jul. 1850) he had settled at

Stevenson Square3 1 AOAO8 O $EOAAOT OUissoyHeevidéndyEHidve®OA O O 3

for himself in Manchester. In September 18d, his name appears among major
subscribers to the newlybuilt railways —*
out a subscription to the tune of £3000 anchester Courier16 Sep. 1846), which is
approxi mately £175 7 He@éopa hi todayed marrFerhe
example, in 1851, he was listed as a house visitor and inspector of the Manchester Royal
Infirmary ( Manchester Guardian22 Mar. 1851).

We have only rare indications of thespecific natureof the Pererafamily business.Maria
Luisa Gutiérrez Medina considers Augurio senior an important conduit between Catalan
industrialists and Spanish expatriate businessmen in London, and suggests that he may
have been instrumental in facilitating the reconnaissance visof a group of Catalans to
Manchester textile factories in 1846 (Gutiérrez Medina 361; 6913 His principal
business, however, appears to have been importing goods from the Spanish empirke
Manchester Custom House statement of goods received under lbduring the week
ending 7 January 1848 recorded that A Perera had received 6 cases containing 909Ib of
cigars (Manchester Courierl2 Jan 1848).

Marriage and family life, 1847-1856

As Augurio senior was establising the second branch of the family business in
Manchester, Augurio junior was establishing his own business and family lifein
Birmingham. In early summer 1847 he travelled north to Liverpool to marry Irish-born

7 An image of Witon Terrace appears in the Local Image Collection of Manchester City Council:
http://images.manchester.gov.uk/web/objects/common/webm edia.php?irn=40930&reftable=ecatalogu
e&refirn=15096

8The National Archives. HO3/28: Aliens Act 1836: Returns and Papers.

9 According to The National Archives currency converter, £3000 in 1850 would have the same spending
worth of 2005's £175,590.

10 Gutiérrez Medina also states that Augurio Perera had acted as agent for the Catalan industrialist Juan
Guell when he was building the ‘Vapor Vell’ (p.
industrial town of Sants.

Perera, Auguri o, mer chant

cit

691,


http://images.manchester.gov.uk/web/objects/common/webmedia.php?irn=40930&reftable=ecatalogue&refirn=15096
http://images.manchester.gov.uk/web/objects/common/webmedia.php?irn=40930&reftable=ecatalogue&refirn=15096
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Charl ott e L ollTheweddhy tbak placetivd weeks later on 2 June 1847 at

St Nichol as”’ Cat hol i c Chapell2Hamaynsd whach bothr wa r d s
bride and groom gave as their residence, was
district; no. 1, where Augurio was staying, was a lodging house rury lone Mary Jolly

(1851 census). Thissuggestshis stayin Liverpool was temporary, perhaps only for the
wedding.The marri age was announced i n Auguri o se

On the 2d. inst. at St Nicholas Chapel, by the Rev. Robert Gillow, Juan Bautista

Luis Augurio, eldest son of Augurio Perera, of this town, to Charlotte Lisa,

fourth daughter o f the |l ate John O Donne|
afterwards at Saint Peter’s ChuTheh, Liver
Manchester Guardianl2 Jun 1847).

Augurio and Charldte Louisa (known as Louisa)soonreturned to Birmingham, where
their first daughter, FranciscaEliza Pererg named for her grandmother,was born in
1848. Their only son, Joseph Cortes Augurio Perera, was born on 9 January 1850 and
christened on 19 April 1850 at St Chads C a t Aiyeat latarfthe April 1851 census
records the family at 7 Summer Hill Terrace, Birmingham St Mark:

John Baptist Augurio PERERA. Head. 29. Me
Charlotte Louisa. Wife. 26. Ireland

Francesca. Daughter. 3. Birmingham

Joseph. Son. 1. Birmingham

[2 female servants, born Ireland and Birmingham]

Auguri o and Louisa’s second daughter, Adrien
on 27 February 1852 and christened at Birmingham St Chad on 21 May 1832 1856,

they welcomed their third daughter and las child, Carmen Mariana Pereral heir growing

family meant that & some point after census night, the family moved to a largdrouse

for in September 1854, we findan advert in theBirmingham Gazettdor the leasehold of

4 and 5 CalthorpesSt, the latter of whichthe Pereraswere thenrenting. The advertisement

gives a good idea of the scale of the property:

EDGBASTON. LOT I: The very comfortable RESIDENCE, No. 4, in Calthorpe St,
containing four chambers, dressing room and attic, water oket, dining and
drawing rooms, kitchen and brewhouse, two cellars and other conveniences,
with Stable and Outbuildings, Garden, and Pleasure Grounds, now in the

11 The database oCheshire Maiage Licence Bonds and Allegatiomscords that on 24 May 1847, John
Baptist Luis Augurio Perera [sic], Merchant, appeared in person to request a licence to marry Charlotte

Louisa O Donnell at Liverpool St HvngieliverpoBlot h wer e ovVve
12 The marriage entry records the groom as BLA Perera, bachelor, 26, Merchant, of 1 Hardy St, the son of

BLA Perera. The bride is recorded as CL O’ Donnell , sp
O Donnell . The CwiDten dosnalso Wer &Spani sh name) and L O’ Dol

the bride).
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occupation of Mrs Hollington, at an annual rent of 42|, 10s. LOT II: A similar
HOUSE, with Galen and Pleasure Grounds adjoining, being No. 5, in Calthorpe
St, in the occupation of Mr Perera at an annual rent of 42I. The above lots are
Leasehold for the remainder of a term having 57 years unexpired at Laaiay
last, and are subject to an annual gumd-rent of 111 8s, which will be equally
apportioned (Birmingham Gazettell Sep. 1854).

End of an era: the death of Augurio senior, 1855

In Manchester,Augurio” s parents and brothers were reco
at their home at 5 Wilton Terrace, Cheetham, along with a visiting Spanish relative whose
nameissemil egi bl e on the enumerator’s return, bu

Augurio PERERA. Head. 59. Merchant shipper. Spain.

Francisca. Wife. 53. Spain

Peter. Son. 18 .ndoMerchant’”s son. Lo
Fanacis [sic] ALBACA. Relation. Unm. 27. Clerk. Spain.

[2 female servants, b. Ireland, Wales]

On 12 April 1855 Augurio senior died in Manchester at the age of 62Manchester
Guardian 21 Apr. 1855;Manchester Courier28 Apr. 1855). His will, executed in London
on 22 May 1855, left everything to his wife Francisca and his sons Juan Bautista Augurio,
Pedro Ricardo, and Fredericé3

4. The Fairlight Years. Birmingham, 1856-1872

Whether by coincidence or designwithin ayearofhi s f at her ' s dehad h, Au
applied for naturalization as a British citizen. His application, lodged in February 1856,

was granted in March the same year. In the memorandum, he explains thet is married

with four children and has a settled place of residence at Ampton House, Ampton Road,
Edgbaston7 EEOA8 O $ E OA A OforBs5 giveEst "hEe O if Eabn@emddiess as

5 Calthorpe St, so we can datbeir move to Ampton Rl to late 1855 or (very) early 1856.

Har ry Ge mTheFiEldntl874stated tlat he and Perera began playing tennis on
the lawn at Fairlight in 1859.Was t hi s t he same proméMayt y as

1859, an advert appeared in théirmingham Daily Post or ‘' a goodingtheai n co
address as ‘Ampton House, Ampt dhereiRowoaname Edgb e
attached tothe advertand t he name * Ampt on Haenmeerds, does |

13 The National Archives. Prob 11/2212 no. 335. 22 May 1855.
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which suggests that the Per esoanafteavards-put c hange
when?

Fairlight.Photo credit: johngarghan / Fotef /| CC BNG - Fairlight. Photo credit:ell brown / Foter/ CCBY-SA
ND
For reasonsl haven’t yet managed to ascertain, on

Augurio and Louisa were not in Birmingham. Auguri@nd son Joséthen aged elevenare

nowhere to be foundand it is possible that they had travelled to SpairMeanwhile, Louisa

and the coupl e’ s three d(@owlydrPlace)isa Londerm, aoseat 11
to Regent’s Park

Loui sa PEPRERA [sic]. Wife. Married. 32.
Francisca. Daughter. 13. Govern...?. Birmingham

Adrienne. Daughter. 9Birmingham

Carmen. Daughter. 3Birmingham

Eliz HOPWARD?. Governess. Unm. 25. London

Elizabeth BROWN. Serv. Unm. Z8irmingham

We cannot knowwhether this was a visit or intended to be a more permanent mov&.By

1862 31 AOAOG O 21 UAIT . 1862)Fthelfanily wasibhck iA D Midlands
wherea‘ Mr Per er a’ who maspgentlthe first halb f B862 atithe @Bathr i o
Hotel in Leamington He wasalone between January and MarcflLeamington Spa Courier

18 Jan- 29 Mar 1862) andaccompanied byhis wife in June Leamington Spa Courie£8

Jun 1862). Back in BirminghamAugurio wasinvolvedi n t h e c«life.tinyl86d, lec i v i
donated £2 2s t o t he(Bigingham Jownall24 Bep 1864aahd was a
burgess of SBirmirfglzaom Dail\sPod2a Sepp. 1§60Birmingham Journa) 21

14 Crossreferencing the 1861 census witt A1 1 U6 O $ E OA A Ofér 0868 (Whith iiciades & T CE Al

street index) suggests that the property, which stands between Oakland House and the home in both

1861 and 1868 of the parish beadle, may have been tenanted in 1861 by the Lewis family and known by

them as ‘Holly House’ (1861 cenerresoldds. a name that does


http://www.flickr.com/photos/ell-r-brown/6898775462/
http://foter.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Oct. 1865 Birmingham Gazette20 Oct1866). Reflecting his sporting interests, in January
1866, he joined the Provisional Committee of the Proposed Birmingham Gymnasium
alongside Capt. [Harry] GemRirmingham Daily Post11 Jan 1866).

By this time,the Pereraswer e def i ni t éniloynel io¥i ngnat s*“t h®ur i
the family appear to have had a regular turnover of servants, which allows us to trace

references to “Fairlight?’ in the | ocal newsp
(-T OOEOG6 O #1110 AOAE Ashire$L866)Al@ziokei1865 ey Advedtisdd A

for “"A good COOK, i n a GeApbémamts MramiBluy de
Broad Street; or Fai r | i gBirmingham Dalyt Rost 28 ROota d |, Ed
1865). In January 1868, the requestwaa f or ‘' a BOY, about 15, to
make himself generally useful, in a Gentl ema
bet ween One and Thr eegmingham DalycPost14 tan. 186&)The | i g ht
following year, they advertisel f or ‘a t horough, good housemz:
character at l east,’ asking prospective <can
afternoon, Fairlight, Ampt oBrmirRltam Daily Fostg bast ot

March 1869).

Onl7May 18D, Auguri o and Louisa’ s (smowmasXoresd Cor t ¢
married Clara Maud Thorne at Greenwich St Pauland settled on the far side of Edgbaston.

The 1871 census records the two families living approximately two miles, or forty

mi nut e @partwal k

1871 Census: Fairlight House, Ampton Rd, Edgbaston
Augurio PERERA. H. 49. Merchant. Spain NBS
Louisa. W. 39. Ireland. Co. Clare

Francisca. D. 22. Birmingham

Adrienne. D. 19

Carma(sic]. D. 15.

[3 female servants, all b. Birmingham]

1871 Census: Lorne Villa, Pershore Rd, Edgbaston

José C A PERERA. H. 21.Sth American Merchant. Birmingham
Clara M. W. 19. London

Maud H. D. 2m. Birmingham

Kate GOUGH. Serv. Unm. 34. Gnl Serv. Dublin

5. Leamington Spa, 1873-1880

Augurioand L oui sveeregrowing aupi Amonth after census night on 25 May
1871, their eldest daughter Francisca married the solicitor John Palmer Phillips at



K. Hooper: ‘“ Augud4 o Pere

Edgbaston Pall Mall Gazette30 May 1871), leaving just nineteetyear-old Adrienne and
fifteen-year-old Carmen at home with their parentsAs is well known, some timeafter
this, Augurio, Louisa, Adrienne and &men moved to Leamington Spa. Most accounts,
drawi ng on Har rThe F&k dateshe meave ftom 1872. e Leamington
Spa Courierecordsthemu nd er * Ge n eon 8 Novetnber 18v3arhes address
was a villa with the familiar name ofFairlight, located in Avenue Rdon the edgeof the
Old Town. Closeto the elegant Manor House Hotednd both the LNWR (Avenue Station)
and GWRLeamington) railway stations, ‘ F a i asHdoth gxtiusive amd convenient
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1889 Ordnance Survey Map of Leamington, showmg Fairlight (33 Avenue Rd) at centre.
©Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited (). All rights reserved1889)

It is unclear whether Augurio, now in his fifties,continued to play an active role in the
businessafter his moveto Leamington, although it continued to bear his nameCertainly

Fairlight (Edgbaston) had been retenanted by 187415 In 1874, the mmpany was
instrumental in coor di nati ng Birmingham’s response t
occasioned by the Carlist War in Spain. In March of that year, the company had sent a
donation of £5 5s to the subscription fund raised by the Spanish community in hdon

(Morning Post 30 March 1874) which confirmsthat the Pereras wereconnected with, or

at | east known t o, London’ s powerJuwne Slp8&Mmd,s
order that Birmingham maycooper ate i n the good wor&,’ t he

15|n May 1874, an advertisement was placed in thBirmingham Daily Pos{ 21 May 187 4) : Nur se
(experienced). Wanted, about 25 years of age. Apply,
contact name is given, it seems likely that this agrt was placed by the Jonas family, who were in

residence by Autumn that year. According to a post on the British Genealogy message board, two of the

Jonas children were born at Fairlight, in September 1
70, ’ Boam, Jonas F a mBritish @ehealdgy Eoruth@viwdritish7ger@dlquyrcom

Consulted 12 Aug. 2013.


http://www.british-genealogy.com/
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Birmingham auxiliary subscription list and organized a fundraising concert, which
featuredA u g u r i @drtes asviolinist in the Haydn quartet(Birmingham Daily Post4
Jun 1874)16

Augurio and Louisa, with Adrienne and Carmen, remained in Leamington until the end of
the 1877 season, but there are few records of their presence beyond the regular
residents’ | i sLeasningiom Ba Cautiei dare iexceptiom ighe inclusion
ofPe era’s name in the |[|ist of guests attendi
Rackets Clubin the grounds of the Manor House Hotehlong with Major and Mrs Gem
(Leamington Spa Courier24 Jul 1875).Strangely, on 12 May 1877, the family are
recorded asarriving at the Manor House Hotel, which was just across the road from
Fairlight (Leamington Spa Courierl2 May 1877), although they remain listed at their
home address too On 8 September 1877, an advert appeared in tHeeamington Spa
Courierstating that Messrs. Blakemore and Co would be selling the contents of Fairlight
(Leamington) by auction at midday on both 19 and 20 September,

Comprising Mahogany and Painted Bedroom Suites, Mahoganyd@or
Wardrobe with glass to centre door; Brass and Iron Bedsteads and Hangings,
Hair and Wool Mattresses, Feather Beds, Blankets and Quilts; Mahogany
Chests of Drawers, Painted ditto; complete sef Chamber Ware; Brussels, Pile
and Kidderminster Carpets; Oak Hall Furniture, Dining Room Suite covered in
Leather; Mahogany Enclosed Sideboard, Mahogany Dining Table, Mahogany
bookcases, Writing Table, Damask Curtains and Valances, and Timepiece,
Rosewoal Piano, full compass by Collard and Collard, Gilt Chimney Glasses,
Walnut Drawing Room Suite in Crimson and Gold Brocade; Handsome
Crimson and Gold Brocade Curtains with Rich Valances; Loo, Occasional and
Card Tables in Walnut; 5ft 6in cheffioneer [?] wh Plate-glass Back and Marble
Top; Walnut Grand Piano full compass, by Charles Russell; Oil Paintings,
Engravings, and Water Colors, China, Glass, Kitchen Furniture, Culinary
Utensils, and miscellaneous Effects.

The family’s | astleanaingpielar 2D A erésiddDOBF®E Oi st i
September 1877 While they left Fairlight, however, they only moved across the road,
spending therest of the seasorat the Manor House Hote(Leamington Spa Courieré Oct

- 20 Oct. 1877.

16 The Manchester branch also set up a subscription, and in April 1874, the following asitisement

appeared in theManchester Courier ‘ Per er a Br ot her &streBtaearkestly SOLICT 45, Fal
CONTRIBUTIONS towards the FUND FOR RELIEF OF SICK AND WOUNDED IN SPAIN, whence the advices
received become more and more appalling. All moneyor hospital requisites sent to above address shall

be promptly forwarded to the Committee, who are now f
(Manchester Courier21 Apr. 1874: 1).
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Augurio and Louisa retuned to Birmingham in the autumn of 1877 but they would
continue to spendpart of eachyear in Leamington until at least 1880In 1878, the couple
(now listing their hometown as Birmingham rather than Leamingtor), accompaniedat
times by one or both unmarried daughters, spent the season dahe Manor House Hotel
(Leamington Spa Courierl3 Jul- 30 Nov. 1878)17 Mr Perera of Birmingham returnedto
the hotelalone in August1879 (Leamington Spa Courie9 Aug. 1879)and was joined by
Louisa and the girls in Septemberl(eamington Spa Courigt6 Sep- 18 Oct., 1879)8 The

whole family returned the following summer (Leamington Spa Couriger3 Jul - 23 Oct
1880).19

Postcard of the Manor House Hotel, Leamingtd®ource http://www.oldstratforduponavon.com/leamington.html

6. Birmingham, Leamington ... Venice? 1881-1889

On the nightof the April 1881 census, Auguriovas back in Edgbasto® Listeda s ‘’J o h n
we find him staying with his eldest daughter Francisca and her husbandaround the
corner from Cortes and his family

1881 census: 140 Hagley Rd, Edgbaston

7l'n October 1878, ‘Mr and Mrs PbaeeManof Bousmengbaml B
MRs Cortes Per elbeaningtdn SgaCgubkiedl? @cb,10’'0Oct.(1878). In December 1878, only

“Mr Perer a, Bi r mi nLgamagion Spa €ourieri4 Deel8i8d enc e (

8] n September 1879wnthe tami Mphesrheémese Hot el resider
Birmingham to Leamington (Leamington Spa Courierl3 Sep. 1879).

19 |ssues of theLeamington Spa Couriebetween 1881-1884 have not been digitised and need to be

checked.

20| have not managed to locate Louisa, Adrienne or Carmen on the 1881 census; it is possible that at some

point between October 1880 and April 1881 they had gone abroad.


http://www.oldstratforduponavon.com/leamington.html
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John PHILLIPS. H. 44. Solicitor. Birmingham

Francisca. W. 33.

John PERERA. Wife’s father. Mar. 54. Merchant. Spain
Thomas PHILLIP. Brother. Mar. 42. No occupation. Bham.
[3 female servants]

1881 census: Stanmore Rd, Edgbaston

Cortes PERERA. H. 31. Merchant South America. Birmingham
Clara.W. 29. Middx Bow

Maud. D. 10. ScholaBirmingham

Adrienne. D. 5. Scholar.

[two female servants]

Both generations of the family continued visiting Leamington during the 1880s.They

spent part of the 1882 season at the Clarendon Hotel, where they coincided withlQeel

Jerome Buonaparte, granghephew of the Emperor Napoleorn(Leamington Spa Courier

24 Jun.-29 1l. 1882) I n 1885, a ‘'Mr Perera, Birmi ngham’
Hotel, possibly in the company of a fellow S
(Leamington SpaCourier, 14 March 1885).

The family's |l ast document ed cmeeaypaesdateinthe wi t h
spring of 1888, when the Leamington Fairlight was advertised for sale or rentthrough
the Great Charles Stofficey a * Mr Per er a’ whAogummanCorthsav e b e e

FAIRLIGHT, AVENUE ROAD: This most convenient Detacl
VILLA, containing three capital Reception Rooms, six Be
Rooms, two Kitchens, Butler
and Soft Water, and every convenience as a Family Residen
To be Let orSold Frednold. Apply at Premises, or MPerera,
28, Great Charles Street, Birmingham Léamington Spa
Courier, 31 March- 5 May1888).

Picture (left): detail of the 1887 town plan of Leamington.

©Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited
(2013). All rights reserved. (1887).

Eighteen months after Fairlight (Leamington) was put back on the markeive find the last

certain documentary reference to Augurio when,on 24 September 1889 at Venice,
Carmen Mariana, described as ‘youngest daugh
Le Chevalier Gustave Koppel, of Viennagamington Spa Courieb Od., 1889.
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7. What happened next?

As other historians have discoe r e d |, information alaned Auguri o
Thef ami |y business, under t heremamedbstedaAuguri o P
the 28 Great Charles St address until atleast 1888 A1 1 U8 O $EOAAQT OU T £ "
1883), and wasused as a correspondence address until 1888 (sedove). The last

direct documented link between the Perera business and the city where Augurio

and his family had been based for more than fifty yearsisin A1 1 U6 O $EOAAOT Ol
Birmingham for 1890, which records Cortes Perera at 41 George Rd, Edgbaston but

does not mention either Augurio or the Great Charles St warehoud@id Augurio

return to Spain? It is tempting to identify
[commission agent] who is recorded inan 1888 Spanish business directory at 3

Plaza de Santa Margarita, Valencia, bubave found nocorroborating evidence for

this.21

The lives of the rest of the family give few clues as to what might have happened to

Augurio. His eldest daughter Francisca as the only member of the family to remain

in Edgbaston, with her solicitor husband John Palmer Phillips. The couple had no

children (1911 census); John gkd in 1913 and Francisca in 193632 Augurio and

Loui s a’ s Cooteslreynainedim Birmingham until 1890 and then moved to

London with his family (see Appendix ii). Louisa and her unmarried daughter

Adrienne disappear from the recordon leaving Leamingtonin October 1880; a post

on the Birmingham History forum isirisfP010 sugg
and went back there from Leamington prior t
further details, and | have not yetocated thedocumentary evidence to support this

theory.23 The last record we have of their youngest daughter Carmen is of her

marriage in Venice in 1889With the exception of Franciscat seems thatthe Perera

family’ s ¢ o n with ¢he Erglish Midlandsended for good in 1890Q fifty-four

21[Advertisement in] Anuario del comercio, de la industria, de la magistratura y @ealdministracion 1888.
This Augurio Perera may be the younger man of the same name who landed at New York on 11 February
1876 from Hamburg/Le Havre aboard thePommerania This Augurio Perera is described as 35 (so born
€.1841) and a merchant from SpairAncestry.com. New York Passenger Lists, 18267. He may have fled
Spain because he was being pursued for money; an article in th@trio oficial de avisos de Madri(26 Jan
1876, p.1) says he is a resident of Madrid, but currently of unknown whereaboutgfor further reports on

the case, se®iario oficial de avisos de Madrj®4 June 1877, p.2;a Correspondencia de Espafi26 July
1879, p.2).

2Principal Probate Registry (London):’ PHI LLI PS, John
solicitor, died 25 January 1913. Probate: Birmingham, 27 February to Francisca Eliza Phillips, widow,
Thomas Henry Phillips, gentl eman, and Charles Ekin, s

Francisca Eliza, of 305 Hagley Rd, Edgbaston, Birmingham, widowedi23 March 1930. Probate

Birmingham, 26 May, to the Midland Bank Executor and Trustee Company Limited. Effects: £2226 14s

10d."

2Robert Holl and, ‘' Re: T mBeminBham Historyd-érumléiuin20ID.eConsulted # 8 7 ,
11 August 2013.
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years after AugurioPerera senior had moved his family and his business up from
Londonand thirty years after his son had become one of the pioneers of lawn tennis
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Appendices

i. A note on names

The surname PERERA is not common in Spain. Spanish naming convention normally
makes wuse of t wo surnames: the patronym (f
(mother’s surname). Spain’s National Stati st
people with PERERA as one of their two surnames in 2011. They are scattered throughout
Spain,with notable concentrations born in the Canary Islands (Las Palmas, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife) and in Badajo2* Heraldic websites identify longstanding PERERA lines in

Asturias, the Canary Islands, Catalonia and AragénEduardo J Farias Ramos states that

the name originated in Asturias and spread throughout Spain, with regional variants
including PEREA, PEREI RA andz3paRkbEnomenhavear i a s
historically retained their surnames on mar:r
much mare straightforward, but in the case of the Perera family, Francisca (the Spanish

born matriarch) seems always to have used h
England. This may reflect the family’ s desi|
result of English record-keeping practices.

While the family retained the original spelling of their surname PERERA in all extant
records, the same is not true of their forenames. Sometimes these were anglicised (e.g.
Juan => John, José => Joseph, PedroPeter), either by choice, or by administrators
unfamiliar with the Spanish original. At other times individuals alternated between

di fferent given names. For exampl e, “our’ P
marriage in 1847, seems to have beemndn Bautista Luis Augurio, although this is the only

occasion on which he includes *Luis’. He i s
‘“professional’ name and the name of his com

census; see below)Augurio was neve a common forename in Spain and is now
exceptionally rare; the INE records its incidence in Spain in 2012 as between 0 and 20
people in the whole country??

ii. Cortes Perera: Birmingham, 1871-1890 and London, 1890-?

On 17 May 1870, Augurimnd Loui sa’s only son José Corte
Cortes) married Clara Maud Thorne at Greenwich St Paul. The groom, at 20, was

24 Datataken from the Statistical use of the Register dated 1 Jan 201dww.ine.es.

25 For example, the websitéApellidos Espafiawhich has an extensive entry on heraldic sources for the
name PERERA in different parts of Spaihttp://www.xn --apellidosespaa2nb.com/apellido/perera.html
26 The GalegePortuguese variant PEREIRA is more common. INE records some 65,000 people with
PEREIRA as one of their two surnames in 2011. Again, they are scattered throughout Spain, with
significant concentrations in the Galician provinces of A Corufa, Lug@urense and Pontevedra, and
smaller concentrations in Huelva and Leén.

27 INE.Estadistica del Padrén Continual Jan. 2012www.ine.es.


http://www.ine.es/
http://www.apellidosespaña.com/apellido/perera.html
http://www.ine.es/
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described as *of full age’ and a merchant, r
bride, whose family homewa near by i n Greenwich’”s Ashbur n:
daughter of Richard Samuel Thorne, a gentleman. Cortes and Clara returned to
Birmingham, where their daughter Maud Hildegard — Augur i o and Loui sz
grandchild —was born in February 1871 A scond daughter, Adrienne Clara, was born

in 1876. By 1879 (Post Office Directory of BirminghajnCortesand Clara were livingat a

house on Stanmore Rd, Edgbaston, which 11 ke
call ed ‘+FAdilrUsiQy heiEhddigdndisesy 1 £

Cortes was a talented composer and violinistvho along with Clara, a singer and pianist,
became a cornerstoneoBi r mi ngham’s amateur nfiTheywereand t h
active in the Edgbaston Amateur Musical Uniomhere Cortesb e c ame known as ‘t
life and soul of the Amateur Operatic Sociefy f or \wlhyedCaptagn Corcoran in

HMS Pinaforan 1887 (Birmingham Daily Post 23 Feb. 1887) andlirected Clara in the
starring role of Phyllblanthe (The DaGil3 Ape 1883. end Sul
evidently maintained a connect i oonbusmessdr hi s
family reasons, as n February 1887, The Dartr epor t ed t hat “ Mr Co
contempl ates a second j ourhoewt thoi sSpvaalnuablle m
the Clef Club’s proposed per fowanalnd eb e f d i fTthie
get (18 web 1887, p.6)His compositions generally for voice or pianowere often

premiered in Birmingham (e.g.Birmingham Daily Pos 20 Apr 1878), but were known

much more widely. His piece for violinMorceu Chantantseems to have been espeally

popular, being performedas faraway as Australia(The RegistefAdelaide], 17 Aug. 1912:

13).

In 1885, Cortesfounded andbecameHonorary Secretary of the Clef
Club, a musical society whose Honorary President was none other
than Sir Arthur Sullivan himself. The Clef Club committee were
sketched for the cover of the Birmingham magazinélfhe Dart
providing us with a rare depiction ofa member of the Perera family
(left).

At some point during 1890 or early 1891, Cortes, Clara and their

Cortes PereraHon. family left Birmingham for London, where Cortes continuedhis
Secretary of the Clef Club . ... . . L
as depicted irfThe Dart business activities andClara worked as a journalist, publishing

articles in several magazines and newspapef8.They settledfirst
at 30 Linden Gardens irChiswick, where Cortes is described as‘aCi gar Mer chant
censug, remaining there until at least 1894 (Electoral Register). B¥898 they had moved
to 4 Perryn Rd, Acton€ AT 1 U8 O $ E OA A1BB98CHIbctdraiRegidieh ASDPabdA @
within three had moved further west to3 Royal Parade, North Sheen (Surrey), where
Corteswas describeh s a * Wi ne Agdl®@lcensusyn account’

28 Their performances are regularly reported in the local press and the national musical press, elhe
Musical World
2%For exampl e, ‘' Fhe DartiThe Birnoingluam Pictarigdl2 May 1893, p.14.
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Things seenthen to have gone downhill. In April 1904, one Cortes Perera, described

as a 3tyear-old [sic—hewas53‘ commer ci al travell er”’ of The
Gunnersbury, was charged by Warwick CountP ol i ce wi th *“obtaining
pretences from Harold Smith, King s Arms Ho

Apparently, Cortes, an employee of the London wine merchants Blandy Brothers,

had befriended Smith over several months, selling Smith winand making out that

he held a position of responsibility in the company. Smith advanced Perera several

sums of money and then discovered that not only was Perera simply a travelling

salesman employed by Blandys, but he had been sacked by them in March tfear.

There being some confusion regarding Perer.
whether or not he had been authorised by the company to collect money on their

behalf, the case was dismissed from lack of evidencee@mington Spa Courier8

Apr. 1904).30

The 1904 court case is the last documentary record | have found pertaining to

Cortes Perera At the time of the 1911 census Clara is living with their married

daughter Adrienne near Kew Gardens, but Cortes is nowhere to be sééglara died

at Charing Craes Hospital on Christmas Day 191%Cor t es’ s end r emai ns u

iii. = The Manchester Connection, 1855-1915

The Manchester branch of the family business appears to have developed separately from

the Birmingham branch after AowgdFredenocot®akni or ' s
over the Manchester operation which they renamed Messrs. Perera, Brother, and Barker.

Their principal business continued to be import of cigars by the casdanchester Courier

various).33 Both brothers married locally: Pedro Ricardoto Mary Sadler in Chorlton early

30 The article states that Perera had been empjed by Blandys for three or four years; he covered the

Birmingham district and was paid £5 per week to cover salary and expenses. He was arrested in London

and spent some time on remand in prison.

31Cl ara is described as ' madchsuggests'thatiCarteshwagstillaliveaAh * wi dowe d
Joseph Perera/Parera, bachelor, was licensed to run the Albion Hotel, Boulder, Western Australia in 1897,

when he died in Barcelona in 1919, th&algoorlie Minerrecorded that his full name was José Parera y San

Mi guel . The register of probate record: ‘The estate o
22 December 1919 at Barcelona in Spain was administered in London on 28 May 1921 to Harold Manaton
Ommanney, solicitor, the attorney of the West Austia Executor and Agency Company Limited. Effects:

£3010 4s 10d.’ The biographical details and the fact
this is not ‘our’ José/ Cortes.

32 The estate of Clara Maud Perera, of 50 Leyborne Park, Kew Gardehsrrey (wife of José Augurio

Perera), died 25 December 1915 at Charing Cross Hospital, was probated at London on 10 February 1916

to [her daughter] Adriennne Clara LUTTICKE (wife of Ernest George Theodore Lutticke) and the said

EGTL, commercial clerk. Eéfcts £21 15s 1d.

33 They were also keen to build up the social side of the business; in November 1856, the partners treated

their employees to ‘a sumptuous dvanchestar TimeaNov 1836 Chat s v
while the annual dinnerthreey ear s | ater i n February 1859 was describ
subst ant i MahchedterTimest2'Feb(1859).
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in 1856,34andFredericotoMary Hannay Adshead on 27 July 18
(Morning Chronicle 30 July 1859) Their widowed mother, Francisca, lived with one or

other brother until her death on 9 August 1876 & Fr eder i co’ s mansi on
Singleton near Blackpool lanchester Courierl0 Aug 1876)3%

Like their brother Augurio, both Pedro and Frederico were spogmen, playing cricket for

various local northwest teams throughout the 1850s and 1860d4n the summer of 1874,

Frederico joined the committee of the project to set up a Racquet club in Manchester
(Manchester Timesl Aug. 1874»coul d he have been influencec
work in Leamington?Pedro was also a notable musician, who at ertime owned a cello

thought to be a Stradivarius, but which turned out to be aather inferior Ruggerius

(Lancaster Gazette26 Jan 1878)By 1895, both brothers had retired. From 1895 until at

least 1929, the Manchester company was known as PereraBrothé s successor s,
merchants, and based at 21 Chorlton St#(A1 1 U8 O $ EOA A Qisagstk+ All £ U1 A
Directory of Manchester, Salford and Suburld®929). Frederico died on 20 April 1909 at

his home on the Isle of Man. Pedravho married threetimes in total, died in 1915 at his

home in Hammersmith and was buried on 17 December 1915 at Hanwell Cemetery,
Middlesex.

iv.  The Family Business: Customs and Sales Information

Manchester Custom House. A statement of Manchester Courier 12 Jan 1848: 4
goods received at Manchester, under
bond, during the week ending 7t Jan.,
1848: 6 cases, 909 1b cigars - A Perera
Manchester Customs Warehouses. A Manchester Courier 8 May 1874: 3
statement of goods received into bond
and warehoused during the month ending
30th April, 1874: 4 cases, 24 gallons wine,
A Perera; 10 cases, 15 gallons brandy, A

Perera

Regalia Havana Cigars - imported and Manchester Evening News11 Dec. 1875: 1
offered at 36s, per 100, by Perera [and through Dec, Jan 1876]
Brothers, 45, Faulkner-street

Havana Cigars, Imported and Offered by Manchester Evening News11 Jan. 1876: 4
Perera & Barker, 45, Faulkner St. [and through Jan, Feb 1876]
“Regalias”, 36s per 10.

Manchester Customs Warehouses. A Manchester Courier 14 Mar. 1877: 7

statement of goods received into bond,
and warehoused during the month ending
28th Feb., 1877: 1 case, 6 gallons wine, F
Perera

34 Mar 1856. Chorlton. Vol. 8c. Page 501.
Francisca’s will was proved at Lancasterle on 29 Septe
Executor .’
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